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Boys & Girls Clubs Are Leading the Charge
Against Internet Abuse

[ WRITTEN BY MICKEY GOCDMAN ]

% 2 pum. and Execunve Director Bobby Dunn is savoring the quict at the Broukhaven Buys
&7 Giirls Clubon Morrh Droid Hilts, I won't be this way for long.™ be sad. Before the words
s even escaped his mouth, che buses arrived and children powred our as cagerly as Braves fans
: arrivary ot Turmer Field for che playofts

The chateer was wonstant but manageahle in the deceprively large building with roum enongh
ey mestace mavre chan 200 keids per day, ages 6 to 14, from she Learning Canter to che Game Ronen
ter arts arul crafes, the gym and the computer lab in & chree-hour span afwer schonl.

“We're not a glorthed babysitring service,” Donn said vehemently., “We monitor the kid's
grodes and tutor these falling behind, We prinvide a healthy ourler for cxecess energy theough sports
1o che pym, intrarnoral and cravehing hasketkall, handkall and zocoer teams; and teach arcts and
crafis, offer summer LEArrps anel BT keids to }:ﬂ:‘]p o0t I the community.™
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Another impertant program at Boys & Girls Chubs is teacking kids to ase the computer sately
bor fun and learning, a sorely needed and challsnging rask.

Virtual Reality

It’s not surprising that if you ask kids whar they like doing best, most reply, “going t0 the computer
lab.” But wcaching kids how to use the World Wide Web for good 1nsecad of mischict can be a chal
lenge.

an Rauzi, the senior dircctor of technology at che Bovs & Girls Clabs of America, was stunned
11:’ 1E|f “"\IIII\ I:IIr =1 FEETIr ‘n.l!f'-'!‘T [ | I'IIEIIII\. :H! I'I':p' :II..‘ ‘_:hli'\l:"\.. It-‘l.lrl' :II-II E:h!" H'.F:ll ]EI.H.' |I'IEI.| pﬂft”[i
never followed standard safety practices, including never surfing the Int2rnet wich them, asking wheo
they are talking with online, restricting access o dangerous sites or checking the ratings on the video
games they play,

*[nrernes; safety] begins with parents,” Rapa said, *The most impoctant thimg parenss can do
is 1o talk with their kids abour che rampanr violence (n video games and why the Inrerner can be
dangercus.” He advises pareats to discuss what's happening on the soreen, whether it's a commereial,
viteo or meovie and explain that it noc necessarily the muth. “Doen’t over- or under-react o what
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E"i'l' .-.El U n IZFE":ECEFHEG thiery wee gnd de. Tmstead. aniciane 2 r_|1';||'|H:,||:,' he sdvised
~mount of nersonal Racw and other experts Like Michelle Cellins, director of che Explaized
i HETS0NC

Childrens Unic at the Mational Ceater for Missing anc Exploited Children,

infarmation that kids are feel the single maost important element o lnternet safery is o gt the compurs
0 Dstmg to social network- oat of the chuld’s bedroom and inko fanuly space where use can be monitosed
minre easily

Ing sites contributes to

They alsa warn that sodal networking aites like soserervipace.com and

heir vulnerabil Y. wane, facebool, com are fraught with danger, One in 7 kice report having been
ALY EORL contacted by predacocs and 1in 25 have been apgressively solciced woomneet in
Bi‘wcted cftha Expleiiod Chi drar's v merson, " Both sites are toving womake it dibncult for predetors by removing

the offender and notifving kow enforcement,” Colling said. *The unprecedented
A ol L= g8 B i fowrmation tha: kids ae ::I.I'qli: i bn secis et v ltillr-' wirs
contributes to thewr vulrerabiliry.”

In Atlamra, Juhn Whitaker, GBI special agene i charpe of the High Tech
[nvest:gations Urt and Internet Crimes Against Children rask force, said that
orc of the dangers of social sites i3 that there 8 ro age veniAacation. *Four-

reen-year olds can claim they are 13 and interact with veens far more sophis.
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You've just discovered the best place
o live in metro Atlanfa!

Www.LakeArrowheadGA.com 7707202700
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Bella Copell The Solon Spa
(770) 645-1846

wwwbellocapelisalon.com
710 Holeomb Bridge 8 # 206
Ronwel, GA 30076
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